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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout Ttgb0202.jpg is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The classification is due to the publication's treatment of matters of sex, its depiction of 
violence and cruelty under the guise of a sado-masochistic scenario, and the 
degrading and dehumanising nature of the image. 

The computer printout contains a black and white caricature, drawn in exaggerated 
style, showing a semi-naked woman bound to a tennis net. The woman has been 
subjected to violence and cruelty that has a strong sexual tone. There are elements, 
including the text, that suggest a sado-masochistic scenario. However, while some 
aspects of sado-masochistic sexual activity are present and the woman apparently 
consents to her treatment, the whole is designed to provide the viewer with sexual 
pleasure by reducing the woman to an object who is subjected to acts of callousness 
and cruelty. The publication expresses an attitude of contempt for women and is 
extremely degrading and dehumanising. 

The image, in computer file format, facilitates various forms of manipulation. It is also 
suited to electronic dissemination among like-minded individuals via the Internet. 

The relevant sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have 
been considered. The Classification Office is of the opinion that the likelihood of injury 
to the public good arising from the availability of the publication is sufficient to outweigh 
the right to freedom of expression set out in si4 of the NZBR Act. This decision is 
regarded as reasonable, demonstrably justified, and in line with Parliament's intention 
to prevent such injury. 
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